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Image Description: Violin section from first year of EPYO in 1993

Evansville Philharmonic Youth Orchestra Alumni

ALUMNI CONCERT

The EPYO is thrilled to invite former members of the youth orchestra to join the *23-°24
students on stage at the Victory Theatre for their 30" Anniversary Alumni Concert on Saturday,
November 18™ Head to this form to sign up and get your music for the concert. Participating
alumni must be registered through this form by November 4th to participate. Rehearsal will
be the same day as the performance to make it easy for our members visiting from out of town.

The rehearsal and performance will be on Saturday, November 18™. Rehearsal will run from
during the day and the performance begins at 7:00 p.m

Alumni performers should register HERE [https://forms.office.com/r/UxxypiRXPQ] by
November 4 to receive their music and make arrangements to perform.

Alumni reception details TBA.

Can’t attend but want to support the future of the orchestra? Use this button to make a donation
[Link donation page https://evansvillephilharmonic.org/donate/] to support this group.



https://forms.office.com/r/UxxypiRXPQ
https://forms.office.com/r/UxxypiRXPQ
https://evansvillephilharmonic.org/donate/

HISTORY OF THE EVANSVILLE PHILHARMONIC YOUTH ORCHESTRA

Founded in 1993, the Evansville Philharmonic Youth Orchestra, or EPYO, has been an
establishment in the Evansville music education community for 30 years. This group has
performed all across the country and even in Japan and will soon travel to Washington D.C. in
the spring of 2024. The last EPYO trip was over 20 years ago.







By Sandra Knipe
Entertainment reporter

“You gotta think, guys,

rou goita think," Robert

oody reminded members
of the Evansville
Philharmonie Youth
Orchestra at the last full
rehearsal before the final
concert of their first season.

It was a repeated refrain
muttered by a conductor in
the typical throes of pre-
concert jitters. Not only do
the young players — 60 of
them from 28 different
schools in Indiana,

Kentucky and Illinois —
have to think, they have to
think as one.

“Ithink we have our
brains together now,” Moody
said before announcing the
2 1/2-hour rehearsal’s one
five-minute break.

The Evansville
Philharmonic Youth
Orchestra — whose
members represent some of
the most gifted music
students in the Tri-State —
has come “eons and eons” from
its first rehearsal last
September, Moody said later,
while his young musicians,
some of whom commute from as
much as an hour and a half
away, packed up their
instruments.

Moody expects them to prove
it at the final concert of their
first season as an orchestra at 8
p.m. tomorrow at Bosse High
School’s newly-renovated
auditorium.

“There is an amazing
difference from that first
rehearsal. We played some
things from ‘West Side Story,’
and I left at the end of the day
thinking, ‘What have we done?
What have we
gotten ourselves
into?' 1
remember telling
them that they
were purl of o
completely
unique
organization —
that in the late
20th century it
WIS D Very rore
opportunity be
able to create
something that
hadn't existed
before — a
private, publie,
parochial school

youth orchestra
where you didn't
have to live in a
particular eounty.
I told them it would Lake a lot of
work and a lot of commitment.”

For players such as Christy
Couch of Owensville, Ind,, that
commitment includes a 46-
minute drive straight from

At top, Conductor Rol
rehearsal, Above, sta
Haynes (left) and Julie Hansen.

Conductor Robert Moody

school to weekly rehearsals in
Evansville, Two orchestra -
members from Illinois travel
even farther for the chance to
be charter members of the
Evansville Philharmonic Youth
Orchestra.

“It's exciting, because it’s the
best from all over the Tri-State.
You get to meet a lot of people,
and you lge!. to play a lot of great
pieces of musie,” said Couch, a
16-year-old junior at Gibson
Southern High School in Fort
Branch and a trombonist in the
Youth Orchestra.

It's the beginning

i
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focused and everything was
clicking along, he came up to
me and said, 'I'm going to miss
my other obligation. When
we're doing this level of
playing, I want to be here.’ "
Moody said the Youth

. Orchestra has had a wide base

of support from both the
community and its parent
organization, the Evansville
Philharmonic Orchestra, whose
players sit in on rehearsals and
serve as coaches for their
particular sections.
Philharmonic second violinist
Bill Willis, whose gray beard

instrumental music t S —
not the famous conductors of
great orchestras who should be
making the big
bucks, according
to Moody, who
also is assistant
conductor of the
Evansville
Philharmonic
Orchestra and
music director
of the Evansville
Philharmonic
Chorus,

““You have to
be conductor,
teacher, parent,
psychiatrist and
coach,’ he said.
“On the flip
side, it's the
most exciting
kind of
conducting
These students
had never played Rossini
before. Last week a bass
trombonist had said he wouldn't
be able to make this rehearsal.
After that rehearsal, when
everyone was completely

was in the string
section, has been at every
rehearsal.

The first reward for that
work and commitment from
both the players and their
coaches came with the first
concert in November at the
Methodist Temple, when “we
had 550 people hanging from
the rafters in a hall meant to
hold 500," Moody said.

For the final concert, Moody
decided to look for a bigger
hall. e spoke to Juck Schriber,
supervisor of fine arts lor the
Evansville-Vanderburgh School
Corp., who told him about
Bosse's new auditorium, which
will hold 800,

“And here we are,"” Moody
said alter this week's rehearsal.
‘“Just look at it. It's beautiful —
acoustically too. It may be the
best hall in town."

The conductor also
discovered in the interim
between the orchestra’s first
and last concerts that his
musicians are capable of
playing “more difficult music
than I was glving them credit
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Derveloping musicians

Philharmonic Youth Orchestra celebrates first season

for"

As a result, tomorrow's
program is one that
demands mature
musiclanship from its young
players — beginning with
Aaron Copland’s "Fanfare
for the Common Man" and
ineluding Mozart's overture
to "The Magic Flute,”
Maurice Ravel's “Pavane
for a Dead Princess,”
Gioacchino Rossini’s
overture to “The Barber of
Seville,” and the first and
fourth movements from
Jean Sibelius' Symphony
No. 2, as well as selections
from Andrew Lioyd
Webber's “Phantom of the
Opera.”

Copland’s “Fanfare” will
showcase the orchestra’s
brass section, composed
mostly of graduating
seniors, which Moody said
has “shown great
leadership this year"
Sibelius’ composition will
“knock you out of your
seat,” he warned.

The Youth Orchestra will
double its concerts — from two
to four — during the second
season, which will include
performances at "First Night,”
the community-wide New
Year's Eve celebration of the
arts, and as part of First
Presbyterian Church’s Sacred

Series,

Tickets for tomorrow's
concert, sponsored by Schuttler
Music, are $5 and may be
purchased at the door at Bosse

School.

“It should be a really exciting
concert,” Moody said. “It's the
first full orchestral concert in
this new hall, which is an event
in itself, and it’s the final gem
in the crown of our first year."

uditions for the
second season of
the Evansville
Philharmonic Youth
Qrchestra will be
Tuesday and
Wednesday Iin the
auditorium of St. Benedict
School, 530 S. Harlan Ave.
Auditions are open to Tri-
State public, private and
parochial music students
who will be in grades 9-12
this fall. Younger musicians
may audition Iif they submit
written recommendations
from their band or orchestra
directors or private teachers,
For more information or to
abtaln an application, call
the Philharmonic office at
425-5050. The application
deadline Is Monday.
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